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In the past year, reflecting on one’s mortality has been for most an 
involuntary existential burden. The spread of the pandemic has teth-
ered individuals to the isolated confines of home, to the Internet, and 
to the deadends of virtual realities, all cyclically failing us, leaving us 
hanging in a void of our own loneliness.

Experience has been relegated to the armchair. The cities and their 
urban-scapes have been stripped of their exuberant vitalities and 
nature has never gazed back at us with more contempt for the ruina-
tion that the greed of our kind has brought about. From this no-man’s 
land Silverman has carved out a simulacra of nature which has been 
long lost but now  emerges just off the horizon of our despair. 

In Steep Bend, Light Step Silverman weaves together a tapestry of 
vulnerability. The charcoal drawings trace the painstaking dedication 
necessary for the recreation of the efflorescence of growth. When 
studying the fine lines, the erasures, and the chiaroscuro of minute 
contrasts the onlooker can not help but be drawn further and further 
into the unfolding expansiveness of which we have been direly de-
prived.
Moon Reveals, a verdant panoramic set of paintings that draws us in 
only to be stretched out in an expanse that is no longer our own. It is 
its softness that floods the senses. A five piece formation, as an echo 
to the sternness of medieval tableaus, extends beyond the confines 
of the canvas and like the negative spaces draws us back into our-
selves. The undulating lines trace the memory of Silverman’s brush 
strokes, giving rise to a botany not known to us. One that seems not

to be obstructed by the manipulations of ignorance that have inun-
dated the world with confusions of fake-real. We stand perplexed in 
front of this verdurous expansiveness asking where are the days of 
simple peace?

If the steep bend of our contemporary defeat tore a chasm within us 
of a time forgotten, then we are invited to step lightly into the burst-
ing New of Silverman’s larger paintings. Here too, the negative space 
resonates a loss of origin, but the choices of contrasting shades and 
astute study of natural shapes and forms, usher us into a Nature we 
have yet to realize. This emergence is not only ours - on closer inspec-
tion, one will find companions that have for the first time shown them-
selves in Silverman’s landscape, fragile traces of beings which appear 
within the fold. It is through true vulnerability that we emerge anew. 

It is from the sanction of isolation reverberating simultaneously across 
the globe that we realize a compounded loss: the technologies that 
were supposed to liberate us have been transformed into the watch-
towers of our own imprisonment. In the techno-sphere of isolated 
connectivity, Silverman reveals a primal landscape of longing for a 
shared environment, for a nature that emerges in splendour. 

O. Lonai

99 Loop Gallery 
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Opposite page: (detail) Uncharted Route (wanderer) | oil on canvas, 200 x 160 cm, 2021
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Uncharted Route (wanderer) | oil on canvas, 200 x 160 cm, 2021
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Exile Among Streams | oil on canvas, 130 x 90 cm, 2021
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Summer Maze | oil on canvas, 130 x 90 cm, 2021
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Silent Course | oil on canvas, 120 x 100 cm, 2020
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Moon Reveals I | mixed media on canvas, 70 x 55cm, 2021
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Moon Reveals II | mixed media on canvas, 70 x 55cm, 2021 Moon Reveals III | mixed media on canvas, 70 x 55cm, 2021
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Moon Reveals IV | mixed media on canvas, 70 x 55cm, 2021 Moon Reveals V | mixed media on canvas, 70 x 55cm, 2021
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installation view, 2021, 99 Loop Gallery
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parallels - waterfalls | charcoal on paper, 70 x 50cm, 2020parallels - meander | charcoal on paper, 70 x 50cm, 2020
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installation view, 2021, 99 Loop Galleryparallels - traveller | charcoal on paper, 70 x 50cm, 2020
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Jonathan Silverman received a BFA from the Academy 
of Fine Arts in Florence, Italy, in 2006, and completed 
an MA in drawing at The Royal Drawing School in 
2011. In 2012 was artist in residence at the Sanskriti 
Foundation in New Delhi, while also teaching at IIFA in 
Modinagar, India. In 2015 he was invited to be part of 
the BoCs Artist’s residency in Cosenza, Italy. Over the 
last 10 years he has taught at the Royal Drawing School’s 
Public Programme (London), and as visiting lecturer at 
Rhodes University and NMU (South Africa). Silverman 
has exhibited internationally (Italy, UK, Israel, Portugal, 
India and South Africa), and has work in various private 
collections as well as the Royal Collection. Jonathan 
Silverman currently lives and works in Cape Town.
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